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AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 36, 

Chapter 1, Part 1; Title  37, Chapter 2, Part 4 and 
Section 40-14-103, relative to adoption. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-112, is amended by deleting 

subsection (a) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:  

 (a) 

 (1)  

 (A)  A person who executed a surrender may revoke the surrender 

at any time within twenty (20) calendar days of the date of the surrender.  

 (B) The surrender shall be revoked by appearing before the judge 

who accepted the surrender or that judge’s successor or substitute, or 

another judge of a court with jurisdiction to accept a surrender in the 

absence of the judge who accepted the surrender or that judge’s 

successor or substitute, or by appearing before the person, or that 

person’s successor, pursuant to § 36-1-111(h), (i) or (j) before whom the 

surrender was executed and by executing the revocation of surrender 

form.  

 (C) If the twentieth day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 

holiday, the last day for the revocation shall be the next day that is not a 

Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. The twenty-day period for revocation 

of the surrender shall not limit the court’s authority to order the revocation 

of the surrender pursuant to § 36-1-118. 
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 (D) The revocation of the surrender shall be executed under oath 

by the parent or guardian who executed the surrender of the child, and 

the judge or other person who accepted the surrender or the judge’s 

successor or substitute as indicated in subdivision (a)(1)(B) shall sign and 

date the revocation form.  

 (E) In the event the person under § 36-1-111(h), (i) or (j) is 

unavailable or has no authorized successor, the person may apply to a 

court that is qualified to receive a surrender in Tennessee or a court with 

domestic relations jurisdiction in another state or country to execute the 

revocation before a judge of that court as provided herein.  

 (F)  

(i) No surrender may be revoked by person surrendering 

the child or set aside by a court after the expiration of the twenty-

day period except as the surrender may be invalidated by court 

order entered pursuant to a timely filed complaint filed pursuant to 

subsection (d) or as permitted by order of the court entered 

pursuant to § 36-1-118.  

 (ii) The execution of a revocation of a surrender within the 

twenty-day period shall be grounds for the dismissal of any 

adoption petition filed during that period and, upon motion of the 

person who revoked the surrender, the court shall dismiss the 

adoption petition without prejudice.  

 (2)   

 (A) Parental consent may be revoked at any time prior to the entry 

of an order of confirmation of the parental consent by the court.  
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 (B) The parent who executed the parental consent shall appear 

before the judge of the court in which the adoption petition is filed, or in 

the judge’s absence, the judge’s successor or substitute or, if no 

successor or substitute, any judge or a court with jurisdiction to adjudicate 

adoption petitions, and shall execute a revocation of the parental consent.  

 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring 

it. 


